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(8-94) NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION
NOAA COMMISSIONED OFFICER BILLET DESCRIPTION
FROM: Director, PMEL
TO: DIRECTOR, COMMISSIONED PERSONNEL CENTER, CPC ROUTING CODE: R/E/PM
ADDRESS:
THRU (Liaison Officer): 7600 Sand Point Way NE
OAR Liaison Officer - R/IPDC Seattle, WA 98115
BILLET TITLE: BILLET #: 3360
Physical Scientist, ATLAS System PHONE NUMBER:
RANK REQUESTED: (0-2. 0-3, 0-4, etc.) 0O-2 (This block to be completed by liaison officer) ‘
IS THIS A NEW BILLET: [_Jves [ Ino
GSIGM EQUIVALENT: BILLET PRIORITY:  []A, B, [Jc. []R
IMMEDIATE SUPERVISOR: TITLE: PHONE NUMBER:
Ms. Linda J. Mangum Supervisory Oceanographer (206) 526-6740

EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS:
BS - physical science

OTHER QUALIFICATIONS (INCLUDE PARTICULAR SECURITY CLEARANCES, SKILLS, ETC...)

1. GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF BILLET:

This position is located within the Ocean Climate Research Division of NOAA's PMEL. The division conducts oceanographic
and meteorological research in support of NOAA's mission to improve the understanding and forecasting of climate change.
The billet is part of NOAA's contribution to the EPOCS program; part of the larger international TOGA program. The
incumbent provides logistical, technical, and scientific support for field projects and data analysis within the division. The
incumbent also embarks on NOAA and foreign oceanographic ships for the purpose of retrieving, repairing, and deploying
ATLAS thermistor chain data buoys. A single day's operation can vary from mundane and tedious to complex and
challenging. The ability to work under the pressure of very strict deadlines is necessary. Knowledge of VAX/VMS operations
system and FORTRAN is helpful. A knowledge of electronics would be useful, as well as knowledge of machining and
general engineering principles.

2. DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:

a. Is this a supervisory billet? |:| YES NO
b. If so, state number and grade of personnel supervised. Number: Grade(s):

The incumbent participates in all phases of operation of the ATLAS thermistor chain system; processes ATLAS and CTD
data and participates in the analysis of these data. The incumbent may, on occasion, also be involved in the deployment and
data analysis of other instrumentation systems used in OCRD projects. Specifically, duties include planning and participating
in the preparation and deployment of ATLAS buoys and monitoring the acquisition of ATLAS data on a continual basis.
Preparation and deployment of buoys involves procurement of consumable supplies; assuring that instruments are tested,
calibrated and otherwise made ready for use; hands on construction of various parts; making logistical arrangements;
preparing documentation; and participating in ship cruises during which the instruments are deployed and recovered. The
incumbent also performs routine and special computer data processing, which may include participation in writing and
presenting technical or scientific papers.
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3. CAREER DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES:

This billet is an excellent assignment for a junior officer because it provides the opportunity to develop skills in project
management, including logistics planning, and technical skills in electronics maintenance, calibration, and trouble shooting.
This variety of duties provides a solid foundation for an officer's career development.

The incumbent is strongly encouraged to take related graduate courses and to participate in the authorship and publishing of
research papers.

4. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS:

The incumbent is expected to use ingenuity and originality in carrying out the necessary tasks under sometimes confusing
and rapidly changing conditions of schedules, logistics, and technical problems. One must respond to these compounded
changes in an effective and timely manner while bringing to bear knowledge in engineering, oceanography, and project
management.

The work is in part sedentary, but walking, bending, climbing, and lifting and handling heavy and bulky items are also
involved, especially during actual field deployment.

Planning, administrative work, and equipment preparation are normally performed in an office or laboratory setting. Field
deployment work is performed aboard ships at sea.

SIGNATURE OF SUPERVISOR: DATE:
05/28/1993
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